
     Tasks of the B2 Speaking Exam
Practice and Exam Preparation Tips

Interview

1
What we expect 
1-2-sentence, prompt answers to questions about your life and/or professional 
background (school, workplace, job, language learning habits, hobbies etc). The goal 
of these questions is to reduce your anxiety and help you start speaking. Having 
said that, it is important to bear in mind that assessment starts from the moment you 
first open your mouth, therefore make sure that you speak in full, logical, natural 
sentences. After the first warm-up questions, you will get 2 questions on everyday 
topics (hobbies, media, sport, lifestyle etc.), none of which requires any background 
knowledge or long answers. Even a short ‘I’ve never thought about that before, sorry.’ 
could be acceptable, as long as it fits the communication situation and your standard 
of language meets the requirements of the exam. Just say something!

What to focus on
• Do not memorise pre-prepared answers to typical questions or topics as you will not have the opportunity 

to recite them. You will get ordinary, getting-to-know-you-style questions, to which the examiners require 
normal, simple answers (preferably in full sentences).

• Always promptly answer the questions asked by the interlocutor. Quick reaction is key here.

• If you get a Yes-or-No question, say more than just ‘Yes’. Continue with a reason or an explanation. Also, 
do not give 1 - word answers even when ‘technically’ it could be acceptable (e.g. ‘What do you do?’ ‘I’m a 
student.’). Instead, give polite, full sentences containing detailed information.

• After the first warm-up questions, you will get 2 questions on everyday topics (your lifestyle, free time 
activities, eating habits, your media/reading preferences, sport, lifestyle, etc.). What we want here is not a 
fully pre-prepared monologue, but rather your personal experience or opinion in 1-2 sentences

How to prepare
• Have a couple of sentences ready about your life, your school/work, house, family, e.g. what is the name 

of your school/company in English, what is your position within the company, why you like your school/
workplace, what kind of house you live in (e.g. detached, semi-detached house, housing estate etc.), what 
you think of your neighbourhood.

• The best way to get ready to answer these questions is by thinking up a 1-2-sentence reaction/opinion for 
any piece of news or information you hear/read every day. (e.g. ‘I don’t do a lot of sport. I guess I could live 
a healthier lifestyle.’ or ‘I’m fed up with reality shows, which have nothing to do with real life.’)

Materials and websites for further practice:
• Typical questions that you can use in a ‘getting-to-know-you-conversation.

http://esl.about.com/od/howtogetstarted/a/starting_conversation.htm

