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In the world of web 2.0, it is perfectly natural that we are instantly notified of every single, 
political development, personal event, music, book or film release. The interactive 
nature of the internet also enables us to read thousands of reviews and opinions about 
these on websites, news sites, Facebook, twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn or blogs.
What this means for the world of culture is that for the first time in history, most reviews 
come not from professional critics, but from ordinary people, whose opinion is even 
more important and useful than that of a professional. If so many people use the 
opportunity to share their opinion freely, it is easy to see that the review is by far one 
of the most real-life tasks in a language exam.

Choosing a topic
In the exam context, a review is usually the written account and critical report of a film, concert, theatre or book 
experience written for a student magazine or for the local online or printed media. The instructions in the exam 
paper specify the genre only, which means that you can decide what film, book, theatrical performance, concert 
or exhibition you want to write about. It is advisable to choose one you know very well, since in this case you are 
aware of the most important information regarding the author/director, main characters/actors, scenes etc. If you 
cannot remember the exact details, feel free to make them up. Don’t worry, the assessors will believe you and 
are not assessing or interested in your cultural knowledge.

Opening paragraph
Make sure you start with a strong, attention-grabbing 
line. Apart from this, you also have to refer to the film/ 
book/event that your review will be about. This means 
the title, the date of release, the book author or film 
director, main characters/actors, name of theatre/ 
exhibition (you can also add more about these in the 
Main body). The reader will need all this in order to be 
able to identify what the review is trying to persuade 
readers about or dissuade them from.  You  can  also  
summarise  your  opinion  in  one brief, clear sentence. 
All other thoughts that come later in the review should 
support this sentence.
One of the most common mistakes that candidates 
make is to write about something ‘in general’, i.e. they 
do not specify the title or any other detail.
E.g. ‘I saw a brilliant performance in the theatre. The 
actors were amazing, the director did a great job at 
interpreting the play and the acoustics were amazing 
as well’.

Main body (2-3 paragraphs)
If  you  are  writing  about  a  film,  book  or  theatrical 
performance, you can start the main body by writing 
about the plot, the protagonists and conflicts without 
going into too much detail. Remember that a review is 
more than just the plot. Avoid spoilers (don’t give away 
the twist at the end). Your main goal is to stimulate the 
reader’s interest in either a positive or a negative way.
In these paragraphs you are expected to support your 
opinion presented in the opening paragraph. E.g. how 
well/badly the creators of the specific work of art did 
their job (author, director, actors, costume designer, 
architect etc.); what made the most positive or negative 
impression on you. You  can  also  provide  some  
background  information – if you have some time left to 
do it – by comparing the current film/ book etc. with a 
previous one created by the same author/director etc.
Only include information that you consider important 
in the assessment of a piece of work and its creators.



The style and level of formality of reviews
Just like in all other genres, before writing anything down, it is crucial that you bear in mind who your readers 
might be. If they are the readers of a student magazine or a local newspaper are not entirely strangers to the 
writer, the style requires less formality than in a national newspaper or cultural magazine. However, it is not 
entirely informal either as the readers are not the writer’s friends, thus it is advisable to avoid being too personal 
(e.g: ‘You know, folks, that thingy…’). Yet, here contractions are allowed, even welcome (e.g. ‘…she can’t…’).
It is important to use ‘punchy’ adjectives instead of the boring, nondescript adjectives like ‘good’, ‘bad’,
‘interesting’, ‘nice’ or ‘boring’. If you don’t know enough synonyms, find some here in this Thesaurus.

Useful links
You can find hundreds of examples for all kinds of reviews on The Guardian online:
Films: The Guardian
Music: The Guardian
Books: The Guardian
The widest selection of film reviews is available on Rottentomatoes. 

Format requirements in the Euroexam writing test
Recommended length: B2 – approx. 150 words; C1 − approx. 200 words. This word count is a recommendation 
only and normally we do not penalise deviation from it (being overlong is the most common one). However, it is in 
your own interest to keep yourself to the instructions of the task. Incidentally, counting words is time-consuming 
and it distracts you from the task. Anyway, before starting the letter, we suggest that you jot down a few keywords 
and ideas to help yourself decide what to include in the letter and what to leave out.

Using a dictionary in the Euroexam writing test
Although a dictionary is permitted throughout the entire writing test, we recommend that you primarily use 
your active vocabulary and grammatical knowledge. Remember that looking up words in a dictionary is time-
consuming and therefore only resort to it if it is absolutely necessary in order to express yourself. The dictionary 
will probably prove more useful when proofreading your finished letter.

Closing paragraph
Finally, you can summarise whether you would 
recommend the piece of work or not, in view of the 
points presented above. You can also specify whether 
there are group of people who would definitely enjoy 

it or others who would definitely not cherish it. Do not 
repeat the main points word for word, instead, show 
the reader that you can use a variety of expressions. 
Finally, unlike in the essay, here you can finish off with 
a snappy line even if it means including some new, 
previously not mentioned information.

http://www.thesaurus.com/
http://www.theguardian.com/film/film%2Btone/reviews
http://www.theguardian.com/music/music%2Btone/albumreview
http://www.theguardian.com/books/books%2Btone/reviews
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/

