
     Tasks of the B2 Speaking Exam
Practice and Exam Preparation Tips

Picture Story
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What we expect 
2-minute fluent, coherent storytelling based on connected pictures.  Using the 
10-12 pictures and the introductory past tense sentence, you will demonstrate 
your ability to use the appropriate past tenses (simple, continuous, perfect and 
reported speech). Concentrate on the story, not on the pictures. You will have 
10 minutes to prepare for this task, and you will be allowed to use a dictionary 
and make notes too.

What to focus on
• During preparation, focus on the storyline, checking the key words and 

expressions you plan to use, making sure you note down the outline of 
your story as well as exploring the possibility of using the narrative past 
tenses creatively and appropriately.

• During note-taking, do not write full sentences, as you have no opportunity 
to read these out, anyway. Don’t panic if you are not entirely sure what 
story the artist had in mind when drawing the pictures. Remember that 
your own version of the story will also be acceptable as long as it makes sense, it sounds logical and is 
connected to the pictures. 

• This task is about the story and not the pictures. There is no need for sentences such as ‘In Picture number 
3, we can see…’. You shouldn’t describe the individual objects in the picture either. 

• Try to express yourself with variety and colourful, descriptive language. Use synonyms, adverbs and 
adjectives (suddenly, unexpectedly, he was surprised/terrified etc.) to make your story exciting.

• Turn your sentences into a cohesive, connected text by using linking devices (e.g. as soon as, while, by the 
time).

How to prepare
• Make sure you have a good understanding of the rules and use of narrative tenses (past perfect for events 

happening before another event etc.)
• Make sure you are familiar with the rules of reported speech (e.g. he thought he would, he said he had been 

ill etc.), .although such forms are not required
• Collect some linking devices (e.g. write down on a piece of paper the following: so, but) and try to find 3-4 

more words or phrases of a similar meaning for each (e.g. moreover, consequently, despite etc.).
• Practice storytelling with the materials available. If possible, record your own voice, listen to it and try to 

make your intonation, pronunciation better. Don’t stop until you like what you hear.
• To practice storytelling, write – yes, write – a simple, uninteresting story, and try to improve it with the 

devices recommended above. If you have first written the events in chronological action, choose one of the 
significant steps which from the middle of the story and start a new story with it (you do not have to write this 
new version down, it is enough if you do it in speaking). This will change the whole use of tense system in 
your story and will give you the opportunity to use a variety of tenses.

• Don’t forget to check the ‘Speaking preparation mini-course’ featured in the free online B2 elearning exam-
preparation course, where you can find detailed tips and sample language in English to help you do well in 
the Picture Story task.

Materials and websites for further practice:
• Short comic strips without text
• Useful expressions for storytelling.
• This is how storytelling goes in a Cambridge exam (without pictures)

http://esl.about.com/od/grammarintermediate/a/sequence.htm

