
     Tasks of the B2 Speaking Exam
Practice and Exam Preparation Tips

Communication task: discussion
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What we expect 
This is a 3-minute improvised discussion about a given topic. By the end of 
the discussion, we would like to see you and the other candidate come to an 
agreement. In the course of the discussion, you will collect or ‘brainstorm’ 
the main points of argument about the topic (e.g. What characteristics make 
a good parent?) and then you will agree on which the best option is using 
the language of debates/arguing.
If you cannot agree by the end of the task, don’t worry just use the appropriate 
expressions to explain that the reason why you couldn’t is that the two of you 
have very different opinion on the matter.

What topics to expect
E.g.
• ‘What can you do to protect the environment?’
• ‘What problems can you expect when going abroad to study?’
• ‘What are the most important aspects of choosing a language course?’

What to focus on
• The first part of the discussion is a short brainstorming session. Try to support your suggestions with reasons, 

rather than just listing your ideas one by one!
• Focus on your partner’s suggestions and ideas as much as you do on yours. React to their suggestions and 

ask your partner’s opinion on your ideas as well. You need to solve this task together with your partner by 
talking to each other rather than doing a monologue.

• Prepare for the discussion itself! Rather than just arguing for your own opinion, make suggestions and 
express your agreement or disagreement take turns, interrupt politely and summarize what has been said 
(more about this in ‘How to prepare’ below).

How to prepare
• Collect some typical expressions used for expressing an opinion, asking for an opinion, agreement, 

disagreement, compromise etc. Take a piece of paper and draw a small table drawn with 6-8 columns. Start 
each column with one of the following words ‘I think’, ‘I don’t think’, ‘What do you think’, ’I agree’, ‘I disagree’, 
‘As a conclusion’, ‘Can we say that...’ Then try to expand your vocabulary by collecting 4-5 synonyms into 
each column, e.g ‘I’m not quite with you here’, ‘I’m afraid...’.This will enable you to enter the discussion 
armed with expressions and you won’t have to keep repeating the same phrases.

• Be prepared to say something if your partner remains silent, e.g. ‘What do you think?’ or ‘How do you like 
this idea?’ The same goes for dealing with a partner who is too talkative e.g. ‘Can I say something here?’.

Materials and websites for further practice:
• Eurocity B2 course book: Unit 3.4 and Unit 5.4.
• BBC Learning English „How to Discuss” practice for discussion.
• Expressions for discussions

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/specials/1756_how_to_discuss/index.shtml

